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Iowa is the premier crop producer and the richest agri-
cultural state in the Union but
Iowa needs
What agricultural Iowa needs in order to be greater is
stated in the last important interview on this subject
given by the late Henry Wallace, the dean of agricultural
editors in the Middle West and a tireless crusader for a
greater and better Iowa.
What he says is of importance to every farmer through-
out the Middle West.
It appears in
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he ood, chairman of the confer-
ence committee on national pr'- -

paredne'. a Joint body forir.rd from
peveral lartln? Iffr'.s; Fori'tis, to-la- y

in a circular letter attacks th
political evils Mirrountlini; Annai-li- s

and West Point. II pays:
"The Renins of th to increase

the numticr of cal"t.s in th naal
academy nt Annapolis from 1.200 to
1.700 Is but It is to bf re-

setted that no change was niatlo in
the method of appointment, for in
the selection of the material out of
which to make otttcers upon whoso
ability and conduct the fate of the
nation may one diy turn there is a
fatal defect in the system. A .sy-
stem providing that all of the raw
material out of which the govern-
ment Is to make army an 1 navy of-

ficer must pass through a political
gateway la inherently bad.

"While many of those holding the
power, distribute their recommend-
ation, which are equivalent to ap-

pointments, with full consciousness
of the responsibility involved, there
are also many senators and con-sre.m- en

who Rive little i.red to the
fortunes of the country but instead
i:s the power of selection to pay
political debts. A double watf en-
sues a waste of money on the p;;rt
of the Kovernment in carrying on in
th- - academies for a year, or perhaps
longer, cadet? in whom failure is in-

evitable; a waste of opportunity to
tfet the rijrht kind of boys, because
under tho plan of political prefer-
ment the most able youth in a con-
gressional district may have abso-
lutely no chance to g-- either to West
Point or to Annapolis, he haviny
no 'friend at court.' "
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t'ri.il in each lii. triet. would stimu-
late the aial'ition of many orithy,
wo-jl- free the de: ii from t!i
burden of dead v.ood. and. wh-- un-
expected va amies did oc-ur- . there
would be available a of tuen of
known ability from which ti make
ff. 1 ction.

The defects of the political system
fcf appointment have Jopi; b-r- t rec-oirniz- ed

t'y those familiar with con-
ditions at the academies. In Iiis an-
nual report for II IP. the superin-
tendent. Col. C P. Townsley, of
West Point, said: "These cadtships
belong to the people of the district,
state, territory, etc., and should be
open competitively to all the youths
eligible to compete, and it is my rec-
ommendation that a law be enacted
requiring competitive examinations
to be held fr each vacancy, that
youth t.) be appmnt'-- who passes
Fuccersf ully the best nu ntal exam-
ination, and who is physically and
morally qualified. The examination
questions should 1P prepared by the
academic board and a successful
passing of the competithe examina-
tion should qualify a youth to enter,
so that no other mental examina-
tion need be required. The details
of conducting such examinations
should. I think, be left to the secre-
tary of war. P.y announcing in the
local papTs some 10 months or a
year in advance that such a com
peiitlve examination will be held,
stating its scope, it is believed that
there will be a large number rf
eligible youths who will present
themselves for examination in each
district from which a vacancy is to
be tilled."
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Mr". Pnncps Springer Keith as she apioarccl 1cforc bcr marriage
when I '.urojM'an nobility was at her foot, and (Indow) a recent photo-
graph of her taken at Palm I5ca'h.

I'd win Keith famous from Chicago to both oceans as the man 1'ran-ce- s

Springer married when the choicest dukes and barons of the then
civilized Europe were whining at her heels lost his patience yesterday
and filed a suit for divorce.

Frances is cruel, he complains and to prove it he quotes an interview
that she gave to the newspapers a few days ago at Palm Tleach. She
called him a "bald-heade- d wooden boob." it appears, whereas the fact is
that he has some hair.

Is Hog Cholera Conquered ?

Is it true that 3 new, cheap, simple, safe preventive has been found for
the scourge that costs farmers millions of dollars annually?
Dr. Charles W. Duval believes so. He has announced his discovery to
the Secretary of 'Agriculture.
Dr. Duval is a scientist of recognized standing.
The Department of Agriculture, through the Bureau of Animal Industry,
is planning to make thorough tests of this discovery at Ames, Iowa, dur-
ing the early spring.
Whether or not these tests will prove that Dr. Duval is right, no farmer
should fail to read what he said to the Congressional Committee on
Agriculture.

The ordinary records ri tho two
ncademles reveal the defects of the
system: At Wert Point about ZZ per
cent of the cadets drop out. At
Annapolis In ordinary times IS per
cent of the midshipmen drop out
during1 the first year and 2 per cent
drop out during the four years'
course. Thete hpure.s do not, how-
ever. Include the recent upheaval at
Annapolis, resulting in the failure of
approximately 8 0 men of all four
elaftse?, though the average percent-ap- e

required In the course of study
was only 62.5 per cent.

But the influence of. politics does
not end with the appointment of the
cadet, nor even with his failure The
powerful political hand that puts a
young man into either academy may
often be raised to keep him there
after he has been tried and found
wanting. At times a 25 cent tele-
gram may set all the machinery of
til. vast political organization into
motion to Fave a failure from dis-miBri- al.

It has been estimated, unofficially,
that It costs the government upward
of J10000 to Kive a cadet in either
West Point or Annapolis his course
of four years. An estimate of $H.-00- 0

was thought h'.h. Assuming,
howover, that the four years course
costs even no more than a course in
Harvard or YaJe, it Is still too valu-
able a thing to be left to the exigen-
cies of politics. The waste of money
that ensues is the lesser of the two

We have set out to repair the neg-
lect of years in the matt r of our
national defenses, and we shall In-

crease our army and our navy to a
larger extent than we have ever
done before in a time of peace. Con-
gress should now correct this waste
and abuse. As the etliciency of the
army's and navy's increase will de-
pend very largely on the personnel
of the officers under whose direction
ships and fortifications are to he
built and manned and men are to be
trained, the character of the officers
comes very nearly being the crux of
tho whole proposition of national
defense, once a program has been
decided upon.

A few years hence the boys now
in West Point and in Annapolis will
be in charge of not only the dis-
bursements of vast sums and of
property aggregating millions, but
they will be charged with various
grave responsibilities wherein failure
may bring about widespread dis-
aster. Is it not high time that we
withdrew a matter of such tre-
mendous importance from the polit-
ical paytable anil restored this right
of selection for service to the people
themselves?

U. S. TARS AND GERMANS
FIGHT IN CONSTANTINOPLE

Are Not Allowe! in Amusement
Places Frequented by

Teutons. .

VERDICT FOR $30,300

NEW YOKK. March 0. A verdict
of 30,300 in favor of Walter Lawry,
a miner who was burned in a gas
explosion in the Auchinclosjj colliery
near Manticoke, Pa., was rendered
in the supreme court here Wednes-
day against the Delaware, Dacka-wann- a

and Western Kailroad Co.,
which operates the colliery. The
attorney for the plaintiff contended
that where a mine owner knows a
mine is not being properly conduct-
ed it becomes his duty to see that
it is made safe. Failure to do this,
the attorney contended, resulted in
permanent and disfiguring injuries
to his client.

LONDON, March 9. A Reuter
dispatch from Amsterdam says:

"Private advices from Constanti-
nople report several brawls between
Hermans and blue jackets of the
American stationaire (guard ship).
The latter are now only rarely per-
mitted to land on condition that
they do not enter places of amuse-
ment freqin nted by Germans."

Spring Millinery Opening begin-
ning Thursday, March 10th, at Pora
Waldschmidt's. Advt.evils attached; the weakening of the'
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The Biggest Butcher Shop
Telling how your livestock is handled,
who looks after your interests, and how
business is transacted on honor, in the big-
gest livestock market in the world.

Humus for Missouri Soil
There's a lot still to be learned about the
use of green manures. And it's through
just such articles as this that you get the
benefit of the other fellow's experiences.

The Dozen Best Perennials.
To the garden lover we need only say that
the promise conveyed by this title is ad-
mirably upheld in the text. It's really in-

tended for the beginner, but

And much more, including:
A Boom in Clover Seed; The World's Most
Valuable Crop farm boys and girls, pictori-all- y

presented; Raising Baby Turkeys; how
J. H. Gwaltney has averaged 103.06 bushels
of corn to the acre ; Four-Legge- d Corn
Shuckers; Peas as a Truck Crop; Co-operati- ve

Buying; From My Chimney Corner a
story for the woman ; Meat for the Farm
Table; Your Poor Feet give them a square
deal; A Home-mad- e Fireless Cooker; and
other special articles, besides

The Regular Farm and
Home Departments.
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Suit for Men and Women
$15, $18 and $20.

Easy Payment.
GATELY'S

32! South Mlch'jran St.

A. L. HOLLOWELL
Dentist

Orthodontist
Open Evening. 500 J. M. S. lJld

130 N MicNiJn 51.

ANNOUNCEMENT
WhHe I am a nliria.t f.r raant

trrjurrr cn th an ticket, I

an ndMrtlnK nT ulnet Jut
atuaJ. ard my proral mir
atKilMr, t Q7 Lar. dy or Btfht.

N2LSON L. JONES
1 uDrrnJ Otrertor and Ta n bJ mrr .
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SAT.VL C. LOiNTZ A SONS
COAL AND COKE
Established 18S5.

427 Elast Colfax Ave.
Bell 74. Home 5074
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RIVERVIEW CEMETERY
LOTH FOR THREE ORATES, ft 3

PERFrrt'AL CARE GLAR..XTEED
IieJl Ph.. C.ratry. 1420

Boll rhta. fiupt't R.ldne. tJIS
Dr. C. T. Camniln. Pre

Elmer Crockett. V!e Tr.Jhft. O. Barle, Sec. and TreM.

r r i; x ituke
SOUTH MICHJC.AX ST.

Oj'iONitf? AuditoriumPres't Poii care of France, at the right, reading, and den. Koq ics. seated f.nclnr; him. on a military car traveling to the first lin
trenches in the Verdun district. N"te that the president is uear'ng a iteel helmet. The president on his last visit to the Verdun front
tftcorated many o.r,vrs and men for brawy in defending the city.
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